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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 

The Thirteenth Annual Birmingham Heritage Festival

August 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 

Downtown Birmingham Civil Rights District

 

Birmingham, AL…One nation, one love!, is the theme for this year’s Birmingham Heritage Festival.  As always, people from all walks of life are welcomed to attend.  The festival serves as a display of African-American culture dealing with components such as: cuisine, art, fashion, traditional dance, and religious influenced values embraced through generations over time.  Over the years, the festival’s growth has caused it to become the largest minority event in the state of Alabama, topping the Alabama Bureau of Tourism and Travel’s Top Ten List of Events for five consecutive years.  The festival will again take place in the Historic Civil Rights District amongst the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, the Civil Rights Institute, and Kelly Ingram Park.

 

One of the festival’s biggest features this year will be Russell Simmons’ Youth Empowerment Hip Hop Summit, to be held Friday, August 1st from noon to 4PM at the Boutwell Auditorium.  The Hip Hop Summit was designed by Simmons to economically, and psychologically empower middle and lower class Americans.  He invites rap artists, record label executives, and community leaders as well as residents of each particular community to confront issues facing the music industry.  He has launched campaigns such as Rock the Vote causing large numbers of youth to get involved with politics in their community.  Russell recently collaborated his Rush Card with the Cincinnati-based Unifund Corporation and Visa, enabling those without bank accounts to avoid predatory lending practices by check-cashing organizations.  The card enables holders to use ATM’s, pay bills over the phone, or online along with making purchases.

 

Then on Saturday, August 2nd from 11AM to 4PM at the Birmingham Fairgrounds Race Track, Baby aka Birdman will host a one-day car show in conjunction with the festival. “Baby’s Car Show and Babes” will feature local and national entries in categories like widest rims, loudest bass, best paint job and more. In addition the show will feature a swimsuit contest and an artist performance competition.  Participants and winners may be eligible to receive coverage in a DVD of the event and a commemorative calendar and some may receive prizes. All 3 competitions are open to the public and detailed information including entry forms are available for download on the festival website, www.bhamheritagefestival.com. 

The Heritage Festival will take place every evening in the Birmingham Civil Rights District beginning at 6PM on Friday and at 5PM on Saturday and Sunday. Scheduled to perform are David Banner, Smokey Norful, Lil’Jon and the Eastside Boys, Tribe of Judah, Sister Lucille Pope and the Pearly Gates, T.I., Floetry, Harold Melvin’s Blue Notes and the Cash Money Millionaires, Baby, Boo and Gotti, Lil’ Wayne and more. Daily passes are $15.00 each and weekend passes are only $30.00. Tickets are available at all Ticketmaster locations, charge by phone at 1-800-277-1700 , or online at www.ticketmaster.com. Tickets may also be purchased at the following locations: Music-N-More, 8th Avenue Records, The Spot Clothing Store, TPIR Records, Charlemagne, Plus Size Outlet, C Harris and Associates (Tuscaloosa). For more information about the 2003 Birmingham Heritage Festival please visit our website at www.bhamheritagefestival .com
